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Happy New Year Everyone! 
 
I hope you and your families had a great Christmas and Santa was kind to you all. 
 
We�ve got a big issue this time with lots of interesting articles. 
 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, either e-mail 
your ad to me at shippingoffice@bigpond.com or post it to me at c/- 61 Bolton Street, 
Newcastle, NSW, 2300.  You can also use either of these addresses if you would like to send in 
an article for publication.  I also need some members� profiles, so don�t be shy, �Bite the 
Bullet� and send your bio with a happy snap for inclusion i n a future newsletter. 
 
Safe Riding & REgards 
 
Margaret Coan 
 
 
RIDES & RALLIES 
 
JANUARY 2008 
5 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
10 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
14 Vic Mob:  Social event at Inkerman Hotel � Dave P�s B�Day 
20 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
20 Royal Sydney Enfields � Ride to Austinmeer to the pub and or  the beach. At that 

time of the year we will feel like a swim ius my bet. Meet at MacDonalds CNR 
Silverwater & Parramatta Rds Auburn at 0900. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 

26 Australia Day ride Victoria � see promo at rear of this newsletter. 
29 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
FEBRUARY 2008 
2 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
5 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 
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14 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
17 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au  (07) 33557769 / 

0410 457769 
17 Royal Sydney Enfields � Trip to Picton SW of Sydney . Start at McDonalds on M4 

next to service station at 0900. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 
17 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
26 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
29/2 to 2/3 Taree V&CMC Inc 19th Annual Rally in 2008 - contact Bill Rice  
 
MARCH 2008 
1 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
4 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

8 Royal Sydney Enfields � Undecided � ideas welcome. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 
13 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
16 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au  (07) 33557769 / 

0410 457769 
16 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
21-23   ROYAL ENFIELD CLUB OF AUST INC. PATRON�S RALLY  in Georgetown, 

Tasmania 
25 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
29-30 BungendoRE REtREat Rally � see ad in this newsletter 
 
APRIL 2008 
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

5 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
10 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
12 Royal Sydney Enfields � Undecided � ideas welcome. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 
20 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au  (07) 33557769 / 

0410 457769 
20 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
29 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
MAY 2008 
3 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
6 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

8 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
11 Royal Sydney Enfields � Undecided � ideas welcome. Mike Floyd 02 9399 9989 
16-20 HIMPUNAN MOTOR TUA rally to Jambore MACI in Solo, Java, from Sanur, Bali, 

Indonesia. 
18        SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
18 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
27 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
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JUNE 2008 
3 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

7          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
12        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
15         SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
15 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
24 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
JULY 2008  
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

5          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
10        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
20        SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
20 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
29 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
AUGUST 2008 
2 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
5 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

14        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
14-18 Himpunan Motor Tua Rally to Bima Sumba (Eastern Indonesia) 
17 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
17 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
26 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
2 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
‘Reble on 040 719 6323 

6          VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
11        VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
20-21 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 NSW - Qld Rally. 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
30 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
OCTOBER 2008 
4 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
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7 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 
of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

9 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
19 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   

(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 
19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 0407 196 323 
28 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
30 OCT -3 NOV: 5th AGM of  RECOA Inc at TALBINGO, NSW 
 
NOVEMBER 2008 
4 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

16 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 
These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 

23 SEQld Mob -   Contact Mike Crawley  mjcrawl@bigpond.net.au   
(07) 33557769 / 0410 457769 

25 VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
DECEMBER 2008  
2 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Cnr Albany Highway & Armadale Rd in the annexe 

of the bar. at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Pat 
Reble on 040 719 6323 

6 VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
11 VIC Mob: 2nd THU Lunch Inkerman Hotel, 375 Inkerman St, Balaclava, midday. 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. 

These runs are paced for Enfields! Contact Pat Reble 040719 6323 
 
 
RIDE REPORTS 
 
Sydney December Ride � Lunch at St Albans 

Bruce Walker 
This was certainly the most well attended ride in recent times despite questionable weather. 
The Walker RE was still off the road following the piston and ring disintegration near West 
Wyalong, so I borrowed my wife Cynthia�s Sachs Roadster and met Russ Barrett at 
McDonalds McGraths Hill. This was the first mix up. No one else turned up so we rode via 
Windsor through Wilberforce, Ebenezer and Sackville to the Lower Portland Ferry where we 
crossed the river. My visor fell off my helmet but ever observant, Russ picked it up for me. We 
rode up the road to South Maroota and then on to Old Northern Road through Maroota and 
down to Wiseman�s Ferry. We crossed at Webbs Creek Ferry as there is too much gravel (10 
kms as opposed to only 4 on the south side) on the other side of the McDonald River. The 20 
kms of road from Webbs Creek to St Albans is superb riding at Royal Enfield pace where one 
can take in the scenery. 
 
We pulled up at St Albans Pub and there were three Royal Enfields parked. Mike Floyd, Ian 
Lyons and Mark Dobell (not sure of the spelling) had met at McDonalds, Eastern Creek and 
having waited a long time, decided no one else was coming, so proceeded to St Albans. The 
flies were really horrendous as they seem to be all over country Australia this year, however 
we enjoyed our expensive lunch. 
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We pulled up at St Albans Pub and there 
were three Royal Enfields parked. Mike 
Floyd, Ian Lyons and Mark Dobell (not sure 
of the spelling) had met at McDonalds, 
Eastern Creek and having waited a long 
time, decided no one else was coming, so 
proceeded to St Albans. The flies were 
really horrendous as they seem to be all 
over country Australia this year, however 
we enjoyed our expensive lunch. The 
weather had been closing in for some time 
and rain appeared imminent so we all 
mounted up and left before the rain turned 

the gravel stretch into mud. The rain was 
only light and we seemed to have missed 
most of it when we pulled up at the Ferry. 
Mike and Ian had sprinted ahead on their 
Electras so caught a ferry before we three. 
Russell pointed out that my Sachs had a flat 
rear tyre. It was a brand new very costly tyre 
fitted in Cooma after West Wyalong. I rode 
onto the ferry, phoned Cynthia to come and 
rescue me as we crossed the river, courtesy of 
Russ� mobile. Phone coverage in Wiseman�s 
Ferry is generally non-existent.   
 

Ian Lyons provided a pump so I was able to 
join the others at the Wiseman�s Ferry Pub. It 
seems Mike�s RE had just about used up his 
clutch cable and only two or three strands held 
the end on. Eventually with a little help from an 
NRMA Patrolman (who happens to be 
restoring a 1970s Ducati) and a good deal of 
fiddling, Mike�s spare cable was fitted. 
Eventually everyone had to head for home. 
They needed some persuasion as they seemed 
reluctant to leave me for the long wait I knew I 
had. 
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My ute is set up to take a bike. I have alloy ramps and tie downs, however and unfortunately, I 
had loaned my ute to my son who lives at Ryde. Unknown to me Cynthia, took some time to 
track him down and found he was working at his job at Mona Vale. So she had to drive from 
Baulkham Hills to Mona Vale, swap cars, then drive to Wiseman�s Ferry. Sadly she didn�t get 
my message that I had moved the bike from Webbs Creek Ferry up into Wiseman�s Ferry so 
she ended up driving all the way to St Albans looking for me. I stood outside the school to wait 
hoping she wouldn�t miss me. I was provided with some entertainment when a big truck 
towing a big trailer (perhaps a dog or a B Double) lost his revs and snapped his tailshaft 
coupling on the very steep S bend just up from the pub and opposite where I was waiting. 
Rolling backwards the trailer jack-knifed and the road was partially blocked. It would be a very 
long time before they could get moving as it would need a monster tow-truck. Eventually 
Cynthia arrived, but the bad luck was to continue. My son had taken the tie-downs out of the 
ute (despite specific instructions to the contrary) and locked them in his garage at Ryde. 
Cynthia grabbed all the ropes she could find. 

 
But finally for that last kick in the groin and to add 
insult to injury, somebody had driven into the Sachs 
in the garage where I had left it, and knocked it over. 
My helmet was on the ground and the brake lever was 
broken. What a day !!!     
 
But I am looking forward to the January ride. 
 

 
 
VIC MOB:  
Anthony Wrote: Ride to Ballarat with the MRAA on their Eureka Run "Rolling Thunder" Ride 
through Main Street of Ballarat.  Visit Site of Eureka Stockade 
2/12/07 Norm wrote:  Great ride today, book that one in for next year. Bit of a bummer to start 
up front of a thousand or more bikes and end up getting there last by 5/10 minutes .Still we got 
to see all the bikes go by (but that girl on the scooter how dare she go past the struggling 
Enfields!)  The good thing about it is that they all felt sorry for us (I think).  Amazing thing 
happened : 4 Enfields started and 4 finished.  Lost Matt Mill but it was getting close to his 
home town - guess he was ok. Humberto, that fishtail is so noisy through the tunnel and I was 
in front of you!!!  Regards Norm. 
2/12/07 Humberto wrote: Hey � if we can�t be fast at least we can make  our presence felt by 
being noisy � � although I don�t think I can beat the girl on the 250 Aquila with the house 
plumbing for an exhaust. That was LOUD. 
The ride was great fun, even though the amount of freeway time really taxed the limits of the 
RE�s.  The ride back through the country side was much more suited. And yes � a 100% 
flawless performance today is something to be happy about. 
This is another ride to pencil in for next year. 
 
 
W.A. GROUP 
The WA branch of RECOA is thriving. What we lack in efficiency we make up for in 
disorganisation. For example, at our last evening meeting for the 2007 year we took great pride 
in presenting Jim Pennington with the RECOA Dedication Award (aka the Sheer Lunacy 
Award) for his efforts in riding 250ks from Capel each month to attend our meetings. But I 
managed to delete the photos of the occasion, so the event is not recorded for posterity. They 
weren’t any good anyway as the Official Photographer took them with a mirror behind him, 
and all you could see was the flash. So you haven’t missed much.  
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On Sunday 15th we will be meeting for our final Sunday run of the year. The form is that we 
muster at 10 am, 9am having been voted Too Early, and provided it’s not raining. We then 
compare ailments and decide how far we are fit to travel. Usually the vote is: Not Far. Our 
meetings have been compared to Waiting for God. The only one who is in better order than his 
Enfield is Young Daniel, whom we threaten to mug for body parts, but he assures us that he is 
making sure that his liver is not worth taking... 
  
We have somewhere between 6 and 16 members, but most of us aren’t up to counting that far. 
We make a spectacular show on the road as we hold up traffic with our Bullet Classics, Jim’s 
military model, several of the smart new Electras in a range of colours, and Grommet with his 
sidecar. Our Tail End Charlie is Johnny with his Goldwing. He promises to wave to anyone 
who breaks down as he passes them by on the road.  
  
We’re a merry little band of Sandgropers, upholding the Enfield tradition way over in the West. 
If you’re over here visiting Perth, be sure to join us on the first Tuesday or third Sunday of the 
month. We may be organised enough to have a meeting!" 
 
:)) Pat REble, Disorganiser 
 
 
My Visit to Trophy Motos, Paris, France. 
Bruce Walker 
 
Trophy Motos are the importers of Royal Enfield and Ural motorbikes for all of France. They 
also sell MuZ motorbikes. They are located in the southern suburbs just outside Paris. Our 
weekly rail tickets only took us to the end of the third zone so we had to disembark somewhere 
in Zone 3 and buy a rail ticket to Villeneuve St George in Zone 4 which on the map appeared 
to be the closest station within walking distance to Trophy Motos. Of course the station I chose 
to get off at happened to be unmanned and in the most desolate place I�ve ever seen. I almost 
expected to be buzzed by a crop duster like in the movie North by Northwest.  
 
Eventually we found our way to Trophy Motos, which is beautifully located on the bank of the 
Seine River. Naturally they were closed for lunch, a common practice in France (although quite 
civilised from an employee�s point of view). Eventually people turned up and with some 
trepidation we strode up and knocked not knowing whether our reception would be warm or 
hostile and hoping that somebody would speak English. Our high school French is okay for 
basic shopping but that�s it. �Hi ! I�m a Royal Enfiel d owner and enthusiast from Australia and 
I thought I�d just pop in and say Hello�. (Appear friendl y and smile a lot.) 

 
The reception was wonderful. Christophe 
Jalem, the boss, speaks excellent English and 
was delighted to meet us. They probably sell 
about the same number of REs per year that 
Graham sells in Australia (France has three 
times the population of Australia) but only 
Electras meet stringent European pollution 
rules (two strokes engines in any form are 
now banned throughout Europe) and with the 
introduction of the Euro 3 Rule in October this 
year, even Electras will not be able to be sold.  
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Christophe showed me the briefing manual for the new model REs which he will start 

receiving in October. They look 
very similar to the current Electra 
and maybe are even a little better 
looking. They have a unitary 
engine with integral 5 speed 
gearbox and wet sump, as well as 
fuel injection. The oil pump 
delivers four times the amount of             

.   .    
�   

oil that the current models do! The oil 
pump gears look to be made of nylon 
or possibly Delrin (a synthetic 

material used in ball bearings and races). Around the shop Christophe had a collection of 
interesting bikes. One was an old RE which had been converted to a hand change. There were 
two beautiful cafØ racers: one similar to the one owned by John Vittorio at Motorciclo and 
belonging to Christophe�s business partner (see photo). The other had a really lovely black 
plastic tank made in England by Watsonian. There were two OHC racing bikes from the 1920s: 
one a Velocette and the other a rather sophisticated looking 250cc Koehler-Escoffier � a 

French make in production from 1912 
to 1957. (in the 1920s Koehler-
Escoffier made a 996cc OHC V twin � 
the only one of this capacity and 
configuration in the world!).  
They also own a 350cc CZ World 
Motocross 1960s. There were two 
brand new Urals with attached sidecars 
outside. (See photos) 
 
The MZ (MuZ) on the showroom floor 
was an modern attractive looking 250cc 
water cooled 4 stroke single somewhat 
reminiscent of a Yamaha. MuZ have 
been using Yamaha engines in an effort 
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to get the company competitive now that the Eastern Bloc countries are back in the real world. 
MZ 2 stroke singles were very popular in Turkey when I was there some years back. MZ grew 
out of the pre-war DKW concern and during the 1950s developed the two stroke engines to a 
very high level and given more funding by the East German Government would certainly have 
won the Manufacturers Championship in the 1960s. Sadly MZ works rider Ernst Deger 
defected and revealed all MZ technology to Suzuki who had the funds to use that technology.  
Posters in the foyer. 

Trophy Motos organise a ride for Royal Enfield and Ural owners to Morocco each year (see 
this year’s brochure below). Judging by the photos in the albums on display, this would be a 
sensational trip. In 2008, besides the Morocco trip, there is also a ride to Greece. Wow! 
Imagine doing that in company on Royal Enfields.  
 
The new Royal Enfield was shown at the Paris Motorcycle Show in early October. 
Unfortunately I was in Holland and missed it. I am sure there will be plenty of pictures on the 
web. Our visit came to an end as there was work to be done and a business to run. 
The web address is: www.trophymotos.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two Urals and one 
Enfield out the front. 
 


