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Hi Everyone 
 
Just back from another successful AGM.  Such beautiful countryside � and the bikes!  Just fantastic.  
It�s  great to catch up with everyone again.  Minutes from the meeting are attached to this newsletter.  
The meeting decided to hold the 2010 AGM AT THE BAROSSA VALLEY.  Can�t wait. 
 
But, before that we�ve got another adventure, the RUN TO HUTT in April next year to celebrate the 
85th Birthday of H.R.H. Prince Leonard & the 40th Anniversary of the Principality of Hutt River. 
Ride leaves Culgoa, VIC, on Saturday, 17 April, 2010.  A rough plan is in this newsletter on page 20.  
Russell Byron has put together a package so some spouses can also go on the ride.  Please let Anthony 
Wright know if you can come on the ride or are interested in it.  If it is anything like the Alice Springs 
or Bust Ride, it will be a hoot and an adventure of a lifetime.  You�d be mad to miss it. 

 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, either e-mail your ad to 
me at shipping.office@bigpond.com or post it to Anthony Wright at PO Box 4075, McKinnon VIC 
3204.  You can also use either of these addresses if you would like to send in an article for publication. 
 
I�m also after some more Members of the Month.  Don� t be shy.   
 
REgards, 

������������	
�����
��� 
 
 

 
Thanks for this cartoon go to Tassie Bob. 
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NEW NSW MEMBERS  
"Hello, I would like to join the Royal Enfield club as I believe that this is great opportunity to meet 
fellow Enfield riders and share in their experience. Cheers, Alastair " 
Welcome to ALASTAIR HOGBIN of Five Dock. 
Alastair owns a 2008 Classic 500 and heard about the Club via Norm Keen.   
 
"I am the new owner of a 2000 model Lightning(bullet 500) which I am slowly customizing. I am 
gradually falling in love with the bike but it comes with some suffering! " 
Welcome to LEE OAKLEY of Hunters Hill. 
Lee heard about us from John Vittorio at Motociclo. 

NEW QLD MEMBERS 
Welcome to BRIAN GAINSFORD of Slacks Creek. 
Brian owns a 1947 500 Model J, and was introduced to the Club by Clint Jack.  Brian is also a 
member of the Historic MCC of QLD, and the VJMC.   
 
Welcome to WALTER BRUIN of Godwin Beach. 
Walter owns a 1953 Bullet and Globe sidecar and found out about the Club on the internet.  A piece of 
interesting information that Walter added to his membership form is that his combo was used in an 
insurance ad in the 1980’s.  Walter also mentioned that �I have scored a 1953? 500 single with a Globe 
sidecar. It is in the hands of a really wonderful 84 yr old mechanic who is getting it running again - 
needs new big end. 
 
 

RIDES & RALLIES 
Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com 
or by post to PO Box 4075, McKinnon VIC 3204 OR Margaret Coan at shipping.office@bigpond.com  
 
OCTOBER 2009 
3  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
6 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, 

meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 pm - 

10:00 pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
17&18 Barossa Valley Classic Motor Cycle Club Rally at the Angaston Oval 
17 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. Contact 

Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
18 SE QLD Monthly club run, contact Mike 0410 457769 
27  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
28  HMT 20th Anniversary. 
 
NOVEMBER 2009 
1  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
3 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, 

meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 pm - 

10:00 pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
7 Snowy Ride in the Alpine Region of NSW for Childhood Cancer Research 
15 SE QLD Monthly club run, contact Mike 0410 457769 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. Contact 

Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
24  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
DECEMBER 2009  



 

Royal Enfield Club of Australia Inc Newsletter No 52      October 2009 3 

1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, 
meeting starts at 7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 

 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 pm - 
10:00 pm. Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 

5  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. Contact 

Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
29  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
2010 
The BungendoRE Gippsland Saga will happen in March 2010 
 
20 April: The 85th Birthday of H.R.H. Prince Leonard & 40th Anniversary of the Principality of 
Hutt River Celebration & Ride is in APRIL 2010. Ride leaves Culgoa, VIC, on SAT, APR 17th.  

���������������� ����
 
 
RIDE  REPORTS 

ALICE SPRINGS OR BUST RIDE (from Qld) from Mike Crawley 
 

 
 
I later found out the spoon drain was in fact a low gutter at that particular point and the front wheel 
refused to cross it.  The fairing took the brunt of the fall and protected the important bits of the bike 
while the cordura clothing generally did the right thing by me.  From that point, however, I did have 
an iffy left leg which made getting on and off and balancing the bike a bit awkward.  However thanks 
to Marg and Ian who carried some of my luggage for a while,  I was able to get back to being sort of 
independent again quite soon.  The wonderful hospitality of Gary and Joy also helped my recovery.  

In the interest of not repeating what others 
have already written, I�m leaving out 
specific names of people and places. 
 
I began the trip with my brother Peter, on 
his Buell, who accompanied me to Wagga.  
After one hour we hit light rain which 
stayed with us, off and on, the whole day 
and into the next, until Forbes.  We pushed 
through to Wagga, arriving just on 
nightfall when my bike conked out, 
starved of fuel.  With the bike rolling to a 
stop I headed towards the parking lane 
only to be thrown off in a most undignified 
manner.  
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From Wagga, Peter returned to Blackbutt while the rest of us rode through the cold and fog to Culgoa 
for a great little rally where I won the Draggin� Jeans having been deemed the one most in need of 
protection!  On Sunday we set off for Alice with the Sth Australian contingent for company. 
While I loved my first experience of the Mallee I was really taken with the landscape around Burra. 
On our trip this stretch was incredibly windy to the point that when heading directly into the gale I was 
forced to drop into 3rd gear and hold it at 60kph  to avoid straining the engine. 

 
Simon, Ian, Don, Garry, Ant & Mike after a hard days ride 
never short of company when you hop off an Enfield.  My favourite conversationalist was a funny old 
lady who looked and sounded, well, very odd!  She joined us when Don was replacing his wheel 
bearings on the Barkley H�way, and did she know her bikes��When did the Bullet get a disc�the 
inner bearings in my Matchless always�etc�    
 
Uluru was all that I�d hoped and I found Alice Springs a real delight.  The Alice members were very 
welcoming and I�m in debt to Jeff and Cheryl for showing us around their town. 
       

            
    
at the Inverell rally...what a sook!).  We quickly fell into a routine of rising around 6:30am, set off at 
around 8:30am at 80-85kph and stopping at least once every 100kms.  We generally made our 
destination by 5pm, set up tents and then found a pub for food and drink.  Typically Gary was quick to 
set up and was first off to find the nearest, while Don followed not far behind.  I tended to dawdle and 
by the time I found them they were numerous schooners ahead of me.  Overall the food was of good 
quality and price.  The award for �Bar Attendant of the To ur� went to a lovely Scottish pair in 
Longreach. 

Having spent the morning in lush 
grasslands, we entered the desert after 
lunch, a change that caught me by 
surprise.  Different, but I found it no 
less interesting.  Riding the Stuart 
highway at 80-85kph was never tedious 
and I loved watching the slow evolution 
of the landscape as we progressed 
northwards. I enjoyed each overnight 
stop and was quite comfortable with the 
rhythm that the ride was taking, 
although petrol stops always took a long 
time because as you all know, you�re 

Home was via the north so as to 
complete a mini-lap of the country 
and I was encouraged when Gary 
expressed interest in doing same.  
Having Don join the party was 
perfect.  The three of us traveled 
well together and Gary and Don 
were very patient when the Bullet 
was so difficult to start each 
morning, to the point of taking 
turns kicking it into life as I  
worried about becoming legless 
(ie. I couldn�t use my left leg 
which I injured in Wagga and my 
right leg was still a little tender 
from the incident with the Meteor 
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When I prepared for the ride I concentrated on food and clothing.  Gary focused on tools and parts.  
As it turned out I was probably no more comfortable than Gary but he was a damn sight more useful.  
He had the wheel bearings mentioned earlier and the piston which they both installed in Don�s bike 
west of Mt Isa.  But without me they would never have had coffee and hand cleaner at the end of the 
job!  We parted company at Augathella and I experienced the worst roads of the trip all the way to 
Toowoomba.  It was great to get home. 
 
Of the bike, the battery cover fell off , I lost the bolt at the front of the chain cover,  there are only 
three saddle springs left, the headlight tried to jump out of the fairing,  I removed the newly installed 
fuel filter to finally overcome the fuel-starvation and the problem with poor starting has since 
disappeared for no good reason.  I broke the screen on the fairing when the side stand sank into the 
dust but this was replaced in Alice.  I used 1.75 litres of oil for the 7550kms with an oil change in 
Alice and the brand new chain seems to have stretched to twice its original length.  I only used the first 
position on the bayonet action dipstick cap and the bike only leaked from the base gasket which it 
started to do the week before I set off.  Both new Avon tyres have plenty of meat left.  Overall, apart 
from the difficult starting mid-trip, it ran beautifully, a tribute to its re-builder, John Polden of the 
Gold Coast. 
 
My choice of cordura clothing with thermals meant I was never cold on the bike, although I will 
concede I would never have exposed this thin-blooded Qld body to a southern winter without the 
fairing and screen.  You�ve got to admire those southern riders!  My tent was a cheapie, but it sufficed 
because the sleeping bag and air mattress were brilliant. 
Next time I make sure I get the large fuel tank I half-heartedly sought this time.  And now that I know 
I can fit a decent side stand the old one goes to the tip.  I will also re-visit the electric starter because a 
heavily laden bike, uneven ground, dodgy leg, high compression piston, all in a Bullet that thinks it�s a 
Velocette makes for some very worrying moments. 
 
My own personal gripe, not shared by everyone, is that our governments present us as a third world 
country to overseas visitors by the lack of reasonable rest areas on every highway I traversed over the 
three weeks. 
 
What would I change�only some things about me, because the people I was with  and the places we 
went were fantastic! 
 
 
RIDE REPORT - SA SOCIAL RIDE - SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2009 From Steve Farrer 
 

 
Soon the others arrived. Gary on his 2008 DeLuxe, Nicole on her 2007 Electra and Michael, with his 
Moto Guzzi and a couple of friends on a Harley and Suzuki (I think).  
 

This month we were looking at meeting 
at Mt Pleasant and heading for Cambrai 
where there is a friendly cafØ. From 
there we planned to head north then 
swing back through the Barossa Valley. 
That was the plan. 
 
It was a perfect spring day. Not too hot 
but bright and sunny. Kate and I headed 
for Mt Pleasant for the 12:30 meeting. 
We try to pick meeting places that are 
easy to find and have toilets nearby. 
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David and Karen were running late as they had to wait for the rain at Victor Harbor to clear so Kate 
headed to the playground for a swing and Gary had a coffee. 
 

  
 
As our food arrived so did David and Karen on the Ural. We all went across the road to a picnic table 
outside the closed op-shop. It was a nice social gathering. 

 
Kate, Nichole, Gary, Karen, Dave & Steve   The Child Bride Swinging 

Later we walked to the Hall where the toilets are. Kate and I reminisced about a play we had 
performed in here some years ago. We blew all and fuses and caused chaos. The town loved it. 
 
As time was passing we decided not to head to Angaston but to head for Birdwood and visit the Motor 
Museum instead. 
  
It was still perfect riding weather and good fun riding together. The group enjoyed the Museum and 
we posed for a photo on the forecourt (thanks to Museum Officer Andrew). 
Then we went home. 

Around 1pm we decided to text David and tell 
him we were heading for Cambrai and headed off. 
The road was beautiful as ever and the view from 
the top of the drop-off was brilliant. Soon we were 
down on the flats and heading for Cambrai. As we 
crossed the Marne River we were pleased to see 
water in it. The countryside was actually green 
though we still need more rain. 
 
At Cambrai we stopped outside the Hotel where 
Michael and friends went for a beer. The café, 
unfortunately was closed. The owners have a 
casual attitude but are very bike-friendly and do 
good food and coffee. Kate, Gary and I walked 
down to the Post Office / Store / Café down the 
road where we ordered fish and chips. We went 
back and told the others and Nicole came back 
with us. Michael and friends decided to ride on.  
 


