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G�Day everyone, 
 
Planning is getting well underway for the RUN TO HUTT in April and the AGM IN TANUNDA, SA in 
September.  Registration forms for both events are in this newsletter.  Please make your bookings asap so you do not 
miss out. 
 
Unfortunately we�ve only one Ride Report this month.  Please don�t forget to send them in.  I am also looking for 
new Members of the Month.  Please don�t be shy � just a short bio and a couple of happy snaps is fine.  
 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�,  submit your Member of the month 
article, or other articles,  please e-mail them to me at shipping.office@bigpond.com.   
 
REgards, 

Dame Margaret, D.I.O.M. 
 
 
NEW VIC MEMBER  
 
"Hi I have a 1996 ex British embassy Indian Bullett 500. I live in Yarrawonga Vic and wish to join for social/info 
sharing." 
Welcome to STEVE LUTTRELL from Yarrawonga. 
Steve found out about RECOA at the Royal Enfield Enthusiasts website, and owns a 1996 500 Bullet which is an ex 
British embassy bike.  He is also a member of Useless. 
Welcome to the Royal Enfield Club of Australia Steve. 
 

NEW NEW ZEALAND MEMBER 

Welcome to GEOFF KEEN, son of Norm, and the bloke behind the www.recoainc.com development in the Club.  
Geoff is an Enfield enthusiast, and is an electrician with mechanical 
background, part time IT admin, and a knowledge of computers.   
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RIDES & RALLIES 
Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Margaret Coan at shipping.office@bigpond.com or 
Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com or by post to PO Box 4075, McKinnon VIC 3204 
 
NOVEMBER 2009 
1  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
3 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 

7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm. 

Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
VIC;  Ouyen Cup Day Run Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club leave 8.30am from Swan Hill. vis 
Woorinen to Manangatang 

7 Snowy Ride in the Alpine Region of NSW for Childhood Cancer Research 
14/15 VIC:  Bendigo Swap Meet 
15 SE QLD Monthly club run, contact Mike 0410 457769 
21 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. Contact Lindsay Mills 

on 9490 1896 
21/22  SYDNEY - This is a 2 day ride to Milton/Broman. Spaces are very limited. Contact Mike Floyd. 
21/22 SYDNEY: 6-HOUR Production MC race, Oran Park - the LAST EVER TO BE HELD THERE. 
24  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
DECEMBER 2009  
1 WA Group meet at Narrogin Inn, Armadale in the annexe of the bar at 7pm for dinner, meeting starts at 

7.30pm (first TUES of each month) Contact Lindsay Mills on 9490 1896 
 SYDNEY: Newington Hotel on Stanmore Road between Petersham and Stanmore - 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm. 

Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
5  VIC Group: Monthly Ride (1st SAT) TBA � Anthony 0411 770 225 
6 SYDNEY: Ride to Catherine Hill Bay for lunch at the pub. Meet at Mobil Service Station Berowra at 

9:00am. This is a longer day ride. 
VIC:  BHMCC Motorcycle Only Swap Meet - Llanelly Public Hall Reserve - $3.00 donation entry Between 
Newbridge & Tarnagulla via St Arrnaud Rds.  B240 Melway Country.  Contact Rex Jones 0407 683 376 

13  MRAVIC Annual Toy Run 
19 WA Group meet at car park in front of the Inn by the traffic lights at 10am for a run. Contact Lindsay Mills 

on 9490 1896 
29  VIC MOB � monthly meeting at Racecourse Hotel Caulfield (last TU ES) 8PM. 
 
JANUARY 2010 
17 SYDNEY - Ride to Tarana for lunch. Meet 9:30 am MacDonalds McGraths Hill. 
APRIL 2010 
18 Principality of Hutt River 40th Anniversary Celebration & Ride � departing from Port Augusta � 

members only 
SEPTEMBER 2010  
Fri 10, Sat 11, Sun 12:   7th AGM at Tanunda Caravan & Tourist Park, SA.  

Bookings on 08 8563 2784. Web site;   www.tanundacaravantouristpark.com.au 
 Club contact Steve Farrer:  08 8568 5182 or 0428 500 115 
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RIDE  REPORTS 
 
SEQ MOB OCTOBER RIDE From Mike Crawley 
 
This month we decided to combine two events into one: our monthly RECOA ride and an historic club rally (a local 
historic motorcycle club were offering a particularly good deal - free rally, food, the lot!).  I had been promising to 
take my Meteor to one of their historic gigs for some time and I thought that time had finally come.  At the AGM I 
was very cautious about the state of my wheels and brakes so, straight after, I took the wheels for re-spoking and 
then on to the brake man.  But once again my timing was out, and when the weekend arrived my Meteor was still up 
on chocks.  And I was astride the trusty Bullet. 
 
Set off point on Saturday morning was on my side of town so everyone else had to battle the Saturday morning 
traffic to meet.  Clint, John and I were attending the rally while Paul, Rick and non-member Steve rode with us to the 
camp site.  It was just an hour up the highway and along Steve Irwin Way to Beerwah, a small town at the base of 
the Glasshouse Mountains.  At the rally site half of us set up camp and the other three wandered around the 
collection of 40 odd historic bikes and dreamed the dream we all have of owning something like�any one of them, 
really.    
 
Then they were off on their respective ways home and we three stayers joined in the rally proper.   
In the afternoon we had a short run to a local museum.  Clint was on his Bantam, which was spotless (of course), 
started first kick and didn�t smoke.  John was on his Bullet but the run wasn�t nearly far enough to give his ever-
evolving 65 a real shake-up.  Next morning a slightly longer timed run after which I followed John�s lead and left to 
watch the Phillip Island race on TV. 
 
Even though everything is soooo dry up here, the weather was great and the weekend was a good�en. The historic 
bike fraternity were very friendly and I dare say we�ll be doing more of these next year. 
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The President Writes From the Square Office at the Cream House, Baulkham Hills NSW 
 
What a great weekend we had at the Murwillumbah AGM!! 

 
The Saturday ride was just perfect. Lots of roads are 
suited to our Royal Enfields but these roads seemed to 
have been made with REs in mind. Unfortunately work 
commitments on Monday drew me back to Sydney, but I 
am sure the Sunday ride to Byron Bay would have been 
just as good. Only two of our bikes, (early ones at that) 
pulled out of the ride due to very minor problems and as 
far as I know it was a trouble free ride. The reservoir of 
RE mechanical expertise in our Club continues to grow 
as many of us sit absorbing the wisdom of the likes of 
Sir Frederick Garland, John Polson and Steve Hill. With 
that knowledge the reliability of our bikes will keep 
growing and the bonus is that we can share it with our 
newer Members.  
 
Planning for the future growth of our Club is well in 

hand. I am sure there will be an influx of Members now that the new RE models are on the road.  
 
I�d like to especially thank Mike Crawley and his team for the seamless organisation and running of our AGM. A lot 
of time and planning goes into such events and I feel sure that Mike especially would have given a sigh of relief 
when it was all over, but I would also hope he would feel some sense of satisfaction at a job well done. 
 
If you haven�t been to one of our AGMs I invite you to come and experience the camaraderie of the gathering. In 
2010 we are looking to South Australia for the RECOA AGM.  
 
See you there.  Bruce Walker. 
 

AGM RAFFLE PRIZES 

Bruce Kirkwood - Hutt River Coin   
Stewart Handsaker � Mug     
Merill Fookes - T Shirt 
Anthony Wright - Belt Buckle 
Dave Barber - Cap 
Paul Lovett - Mug 
Sir Steve Baikie - Wallet 
Jeff Cole - 2 Stubby Holders 
Sir Fred Garland - Cap 
Terry Freeman - Stubby Holder & Globe 
 
Anthony Wright won "The Chook" prize 
Mike Crawley was presented with a buckle for organising the AGM. 
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TRIVIA ANSWERS (from AGM) 

HISTORY 
1) Redditch         
2) George Townsend & Co 
3) De Dion 
4) 171 
5) 9 
6) Albion 
7) 500 Twin,  Interceptor 
8) Crusader, Clipper, Continental, Constellation 
9) Bradford on Avon 
10) Indian 
11) Rickman 

 

THE BULLET 
1) Rear suspension 
2) 1955  
3) The city of Madras changed its name to Chennai 
4) Eicher Group 
5) Austria 

ECCENTRICS 
1) Ant 
2) HRH Prince Leonard, Sovereign, Principality of Hutt River 
3) Gordon May 
4) The Bonneville Bullet 
5) Winifred Wells 

 
 
FOR SALE 
 
Andrew Judd has the following: 
 
early lightweight gearbox parts free           
early enfield car wheel brass hub has enfield on it  make nice sidecar wheel  350 dollars   
front wheel double sided brake off enfield twin 300 dollars  
late thirties enfield toolbox good nick missing latch eighty dollars  
BSA sloper toolbox remade from original in heavy gauge with latch 150  dollars  
sets of motorcycling magazines 51 to 63 roughly 250 in total offers        
phone Andrew Judd 03  94322821 or 0404883185 
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NAME FOR OUR NEWSLETTER from  Jeff Cole and Dame Margaret Coan  
 
There has been discussion on the Club Site about naming our newsletter � instead of just �Newsletter�.  Jeff  Cole has 
kindly made a list of all suggestions.  If you are interested, could you pick one only, and send your choice to me at 
74 Macquarie Street, Merewether, 2291, NSW or at shipping.office@bigpond.com.  You�ll know the result as 
December�s newsletter will be wearing its new name.  Dame Margaret 
 
Biting the Bullet 
the Casquette Report 
The Rattler 
THE RECOAN 
The Casquette News 
the cannon 
The National REnquirer    
The Bullet-Inn 
The Enfield Express (an oxy-moron) 
The Redditch to Raj Review 
Mad Dogs and Enfielders 
The Shed Floor Observer 
Bulletin 
The Bullet-Inn 
Neutral Finder 
Enfield Times  
The REcord 
The Enfield Bulletin 
The Royal Enfield Magazine" not magazine as in a publication, but  
 magazine as in where ammunition is stored 
The Battery 
The Calibo’RE 
The Bull Sheet  
RECOA Ink  
Redditchennai  
Vintage Enfields  
The royal rag  
For the REcord  
The RECOAN Bugle  
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MEMBER OF THE MONTH � PETER DRAKEFORD 
 
I own an 06 Bullet Classic bought new from Eurobrit, as a retirement present (at 57 after 36 years in education). My 
background is dirt riding; enduros and trailriding in particular (peak years on Ossa in the early ’70s) and I helped start 
VMX and now Vinduros. I’m now working part time as an organiser for Motorcycling Australia promoting the 
Honda Broadford Bike Bonanza at Easter; which I’m sure (I hope) you’ve heard of.  
 
While I avoided old pommie clunkers like the plague in my early days, I couldn’t resist the charm of the RE as it was 
a new old bike and I hoped I wouldn’t have to learn how to reuild the thing in a hurry. LH shift and ’lecy start were 
the sealers.   
 
Of course I fiddled with the thing and put a 32mm Mikuni on it off one of my CZ MXers, converted the still air 
chamber to a real airbox, cut off the polution stuff from the pipe,   shortened it, removed the baffle and fitted a 
shorter muffler. Now I can get the rear axle out and fix a flat;  which I’ve had to do roadside. Both toolboxes now 
hold tools, I’ve cut and ground the centre stand up higher, relocated the passenger footpegs, put denser padding in the 
seat, fitted PE Suzuki blinkers, a larger CS sprocket, a period tail light and stashed a pump and all manner of tools 
and spares on it so I wont get stuck anywhere. It’s the enduro riders mentality you see. I will eventually convert it 
into a Johnny Brittan ISDT replica.  
 
I own a new BMX G450X enduro bike, lots of old dirt dungers and just use the RE for fairweather jaunts. Its a good 
licence saver.    
 
Once I get that TLS front brake working properly (like it used to) I’ll be a happy camper, and also work out which 
little finned alloy rectifier/whatever has failed robbing me of high/low beam and the horn (1 1/2 hours of an 
electricians time to pinpoint it), 

 
Pete�s bike     Pete   Pete�s bike 
 
 
From BRUCE SNODGRASS: 
 
Hi Anthony, The engine no. of the supposed R/E race bike sent to America (R/E newsletter) is CD30166, it was in 
fact a1959 700cc Super Constellation. The bloke was a con man we suspect. I went to COOLAH at the week end to a 
bloke’s place with about 40 bikes, mostly BSA & JAP trash. He had an older imported R/E with a 2006 rego label on 
it. Type was BUL57A eng. no. 5B54459E. Would this be a 1957 model? He didn�t know what model it was. I expect 
to take delivery of my new R/E efi / uce/ at the week end. I traded my ELECTRA in on the new model (not the 
CLASSIC) I didn�t like the look of the classic & you can�t fit a dual seat on it,& it was only available in GREEN till 
the next batch arrives in December.  
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ROAD TRIP TO VIC ( UP-DATE ON IAN’S BIKE)  by Ian Coan 
 
Our road trip was to Vic to pick up my Bullet that Norm Keen has been rebuilding after it broke down about 90 k’s 
out of Ayers Rock, N.T. 
 
The first night we spent at Garry Eyles’ at Wagga Wagga abode, and again enjoyed the company and hospitality of 
Garry and his lovely wife Joy. 
 
Next day we were off to Victoria and overnighting at Roy and Janet Taylor’s at Baccus Marsh.  Once again the 
company and hospitality was wonderful and the food from the Indian restaurant at Baccus Marsh was excellent. 
 
Day 3 we drove into the Inkerman Hotel at St Kilda (?) where we caught up with Derek Pickard and Anthony Wright 
(the trailer trasher and bike chipper) for lunch.  After lunch it was of to Norm and Jean Keen’s for another wonderful 
overnight stay “under the stars” and to pick up my RE and bike trailer.   
 
There were about 7 bikes in Norm’s shed – all wanting some kind of fixing and TLC.  We did the hand-over of the 
bike and then off to the pub for dinner and another good night.  Norm was very helpful showing and explaining to 
me what went wrong, why and how – and we know the where and the when.   
 
Thanks to everyone who put us up for the night.  Your kind hospitality was greatly appreciated.  Special thanks go to 
Norm for the time and effort he put into fixing my bike. 
 

  
The Hand-over     Part of Norm’s stable of 7 bikes 
 

 


